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Madame President,

Sri Lanka takes note of the Special Rapporteur’s report on the Situation of human rights in the
Palestinian Territories and wishes to express regret at the serious escalation in violence in the
territory following evictions, demolitions, settlement expansion and settler violence. We deeply
regret that the outbreak of violent hostilities in May caused wanton loss of many civilian lives.
The long-term effects of such violence on infrastructure including water, sanitation and
electricity will only lead to the suffering of the people of the Palestinian Territories.

We appreciate the work of the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) in responding to the
humanitarian crisis in the Palestinian Territories and call on the international community to
strengthen support for their activities. We also highlight the paramount importance of
addressing the aggravated humanitarian situation in the Palestinian territories, including the
provision of urgent healthcare including vaccines and therapeutics, and social and economic
assistance to the populations affected by hostilities.

Sri Lanka re-iterates its consistent and principled position regarding the right of the Palestinian
people to statehood and to the natural resources in their territory and re-iterates the
importance of the early implementation of the relevant UNGA resolutions. We remain
committed to supporting a negotiated settlement in line with the internationally agreed
parameters of two states living side by side on the basis of the 1967 borders, which is key to
achieving long term security, peace and prosperity.

| thank you



